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Teal-Jones Explains Facts Around Walbran 

At Teal-Jones Group, we recognize that the Walbran Valley is a special place, and it is as important to us 

to ensure our harvesting practices are sustainable for the long term as it is to the general public. To help 

inform the conversation around harvesting in the Walbran Valley, Teal-Jones wanted to outline the facts 

that better identify the regulatory requirements in protecting forest values and the economic value of those 

harvesting activities.  

 The Walbran ‘bite’ area is adjacent to protected areas in the Carmanah-Walbran Provincial Park 
(16,365 hectares) and Pacific Rim National Park (27,600 hectares).   

 The Carmanah-Walbran Provincial Park contains old growth stands and encompasses the entire 

lower Walbran Creek down to the ocean and the entire adjacent Cullite Creek watershed.  Both of 
these watersheds contain significant amounts of the low elevation valley bottom gentle sloping old 
growth stands that have similar characteristics to the Castle Grove area of the Walbran.   

 In 1995, the harvesting rights to 7035 hectares of TFL46 was given up to create the Carmanah-
Walbran Provincial Park.  There was a corresponding significant loss of jobs.   

 The agreement that lead to the creation of the Carmanah-Walbran Provincial Park is called the 

Vancouver Land Use Plan and it was based on a comprehensive, multistakeholder planning 
process that took place over three years.  Other land designations made in this plan include the 
current working forest of which TFL 46 is a part.   

 The Walbran ‘bite’ area is the area of noted interest and is made up of 485 hectares, the equivalent  
of 1% of the protected area in adjacent parks.  

 The working forest portion of the Walbran (including the area known as `the bite`) is encompassed 
within a Special Management Zone (SMZ21).  The Special Management Zone  helps further 

conserve the values in this area by enforcing legislated requirements to sustain forest ecosystem 
structure and function, such as requiring a high level of old tree retention, small block sizes, and 
placing an emphasis on management of structural forest attributes and elements with important  

biodiversity functions.  Management is based primarily on environmental, cultural, recreational and 
other resource values identified. 

 In addition to these stringent requirements, within the Walbran ‘bite’ several areas are reserved 

from any forestry activities for the long term, including120 hectares for retention of large old growth 
trees, wildlife habitat and terrain stability. Additional stand level reserves are created at the 
operational planning level for old growth, stream protection and other forest values.  The Tolkien 

Giant and the Castle Giant are located in reserves that will not be harvested.  

 Teal Jones current permitting in the Walbran ‘bite’ (Block 4424) legally allows for the harvest of 
only 3.2 hectares. 

 Limestone and karst geology is present in the Walbran ‘bite’.  Teal-Jones conducts formal karst 

assessments which provide appropriate management strategies as part of the planning process. 

 Teal-Jones is always committed to working collaboratively with First Nations, government and 
interested parties and will continue to adhere to that commitment throughout the planning process.  

Teal-Jones has been and continues to be actively involved in discussions with government,  
ENGO’s and other stakeholders regarding the Walbran.   

 There are no immediate plans to harvest block 4424, nor are there immediate plans to proceed 
with other cut blocks within ‘the bite’. 

 The limited harvesting planned in the Walbran is critical for the company to maintain viable 
operations. 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/slrp/plan90.html
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 Teal-Jones operations on Southern Vancouver Island, as well as its other logging operations, have 
been certified to the Canadian Standards Association Z809 Sustainable Forest Management  

Standard since 2005.  For more information visit; http://www.csasfmforests.ca/ 

 Independent third-party certification is a means of protecting forests by promoting responsible and 
sustainable forest management and the production of sustainably sourced wood products. 

 Teal-Jones is committed to sustainable management of the resources under their stewardship in a 
scientifically credible and environmentally, socially and culturally responsible manner. 

 Teal-Jones does not export logs, they will be manufacturing the wood from the Walbran and other 
operations in their BC mill facilities, which in combination with logging operations and contractors  

provide livelihoods for over 2000 men and women.   

 Teal-Jones is a family owned business and the largest privately owned sawmilling business in 
coastal BC; producing some of the highest value added products in the province.  Teal Jones 

provides customers around the world with top quality wood products, earning a reputation as one 
of North America’s premier producers, manufacturers and distributors.  

 

For further information on Teal-Jones operations on Vancouver Island, please visit:  

http://tealjones.com/our-company/news/tfl46/  
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604 587 8602  
info@tealjones.com 
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