
 

 

FOREST STEWARDSHIP PLAN 

Supporting Information 
(This document does not form part of the Forest Stewardship Plan) 

 

South Island Natural Resource District 

 

Tree Farm Licence 46 Teal Cedar Products Ltd. 

Timber Licence T0910 Teal Cedar Products Ltd. 

Forest Licence A52027 Cowichan Lake Community Forest Co-Operative Ltd. 

Forest Licence A94005 Ditidaht Forestry Ltd. 

Forest Licence A94282 Ditidaht Forestry Ltd. 

Forest TO A94261 Lake Cowichan First Nation 

 

January 25, 2017



 

Forest Stewardship Plan- Supporting Information January 2017 i  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

1 Overview ............................................................................................................................ 1 

Public Review and Comment ................................................................................................. 2 

First Nation Information Sharing ............................................................................................ 3 

Qualified Professionals .......................................................................................................... 3 

Interpretation ......................................................................................................................... 4 

2 Introduction ........................................................................................................................... 5 

2.1 Application of the Forest Stewardship Plan ..................................................................... 5 

2.2 FSP Map .......................................................................................................................... 6 

2 Resource Values ................................................................................................................ 7 

3.1 Soil 8 

3.2 Timber ............................................................................................................................. 9 

3.3 Wildlife ............................................................................................................................. 9 

Identified Species at Risk .......................................................................................... 10 

Queen Charlotte Goshawk ................................................................................. 10 

3.3.1 Marbled Murrelet ....................................................................................... 10 

Scouler’s Corydalis ............................................................................................ 11 

Identified Ungulate Species ...................................................................................... 11 

3.3.1 Black-tailed deer and Roosevelt elk UWR #U1-002.................................. 12 

3.3.2 Black-tailed deer and Roosevelt elk UWR #U1-017.................................. 12 

Other Species at Risk and Managed Species ........................................................... 12 

Designated Regionally Important Species ................................................................ 13 

Wildlife Habitat Features ........................................................................................... 13 

3.4 Water, Fish, Wildlife and Biodiversity within Riparian Areas .......................................... 14 

3.4.1 Stream Riparian Classes ................................................................................. 15 

3.4.2 Wetland Riparian Classes ................................................................................ 16 

3.4.1 Lake Riparian Classes ..................................................................................... 17 

3.4.4 Riparian Management Area ............................................................................. 17 

3.4.5 Riparian Reserve Zone .................................................................................... 17 

3.4.6 Riparian Management Zone ............................................................................. 18 

3.4.7 Temperature Sensitive Streams ....................................................................... 18 

3.4.8 Retention of Trees within a Riparian Management Zone ................................. 18 

Additional Riparian Management Strategies ............................................................. 19 



 

Forest Stewardship Plan- Supporting Information January 2017 ii  

3.5 Fish Habitat in Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds ............................................................. 20 

3.5.1 Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds ....................................................................... 20 

3.6 Water in Community Watersheds .................................................................................. 20 

3.6.1 Malachan Community Watershed .................................................................... 21 

3.7 Wildlife and Biodiversity – Landscape Level .................................................................. 21 

3.7.1 Old Growth Management Areas (Renfrew) ...................................................... 22 

3.7.2 Old Growth Management Areas (Cowichan) .................................................... 22 

3.7.3 Maximum Cutblock Size FDU A (except SMZ #21) ......................................... 22 

3.7.4 Maximum Cutblock Size SMZ #21 ................................................................... 23 

3.7.5 Harvesting Adjacent to Another Cutblock ......................................................... 23 

3.7.6 Target Mature Seral Forest .............................................................................. 24 

3.8 Wildlife and Biodiversity – Stand Level .......................................................................... 25 

3.8.1 Wildlife Tree Retention Renfrew Aggregate ..................................................... 25 

3.8.2 Wildlife Tree Retention Cowichan .................................................................... 25 

3.8.3 Wildlife Tree Retention SMZ#21 ...................................................................... 25 

3.8.4 Restriction on Harvesting within Wildlife Tree Retention Areas ....................... 25 

3.9 Cultural Heritage Resources .......................................................................................... 26 

3.9.1 Cultural Heritage Resources ............................................................................ 26 

3.10 Resource Features ...................................................................................................... 27 

3.10.1 Visual Quality Objectives ............................................................................... 27 

Karst Resource Features .......................................................................................... 28 

Identified Recreation Resource Features .................................................................. 28 

Non-Identified Recreation Features .......................................................................... 28 

4 Stocking Standards ............................................................................................................ 29 

5 Measures ............................................................................................................................ 32 

5.1 Invasive Plants............................................................................................................... 32 

Natural Range Barriers ........................................................................................................ 33 



 

Forest Stewardship Plan- Supporting Information January 2017 iii  

Appendices 

Appendix 1: Orders & Notices 

Appendix 2: Forest Stewardship Plan Overview Map 

List of Figures 
Figure 1: Riparian Management Area 

Figure 2: Riparian Stream Classification 

Figure 3: Wetland Classification 

Figure 4: Lake Classification 



 

Forest Stewardship Plan- Supporting Information January 2017 1 of 33  

1 Overview  

Forest Stewardship is the sustainable management of public forest land on behalf of the 
people of British Columbia.  This requires balancing the many resources and values of 
the public forest including, but are not limited to; timber, water, wildlife, fisheries, 
recreation, botanical forest products, forage, cultural heritage and biodiversity.  Forest 
companies work in co-operation with government agencies, First Nations, forest 
stakeholders and the public to ensure that provincial government’s objectives for the 
management, protection and conservation of forest 
resources are met.  

The Forest and Range Practices Act requires the 
holders of a major licence to prepare and obtain 
approval of a Forest Stewardship Plan for the areas 
where timber may be harvested and roads constructed.    

This Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information document has been prepared as 
a companion to the Forest Stewardship Plan (January 25, 2017) for Teal Cedar 
Products Ltd.’s (Teal, a division of The Teal Jones Group), Cowichan Lake Community 
Co-Operative, Ditidaht First Nations and Lake Cowichan First Nation (the licencees) in 
the South Island Natural Resource District.  Once approved, this Forest Stewardship 
Plan will replace the original Forest Stewardship Plan which came into effect October 
31, 2006 and its subsequent amendments and extensions. 

The purpose of this Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Document is to provide, in 
plain language, interpretative information to: First Nations participating in information 
sharing; general public in the review and comment period; and general rationales 
related to results and strategies, stocking standards and measures.    

The Forest Stewardship Plan is an important Operational Plan as it outlines legal 
commitments that are subject to government inspection activities for compliance and 
enforcement.   

It is also important to point out that Forest Stewardship Plans are only one aspect of 
forest management planning; planning occurs at several levels including broad 
Strategic or Higher Level Landscape Plans that incorporate areas much larger than the 
Licencees’ operating areas, to small site specific plans (e.g., Site Plans or Logging 
Plans) that contain detailed operational procedures.   

Additionally, Teal voluntarily meets Canada's national standard for sustainable forest 
management; the Canadian Standards Association Sustainable Forest Management 
Z809 Standard.  This standard provides for independent third party verification that 
forestry organizations conduct forest planning and practices sustainably, assuring that 
the high threshold set by the standards have been met.  Teal’s wood products are 
certified under the PEFC Chain of Custody System, providing assurance that 
international sustainability benchmarks are met through rigorous third-party 
assessment.  PEFC sustainability benchmarks have been developed based on 
internationally-recognized, ongoing and long term, intergovernmental processes and 
guidelines for the promotion of sustainable forest management to ensure compliance 
with globally agreed requirements. 

The Forest and Range Practices 
Act (FRPA) and its regulations 
govern the activities of forest and 
range licensees in B.C. The 
statute sets the requirements for 
planning, road building, logging, 
reforestation, and grazing. 

http://www.csasfmforests.ca/
http://www.csasfmforests.ca/
http://www.pefccanada.org/about.htm
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/code/
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/code/
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Public Review and Comment 

Following the legislative requirements, the Forest Stewardship Plan will be available for 
public review and comment starting January 25, 2017, and lasting for a minimum 60-
day period through to March 31, 2017. 

Should you have comments resulting from your review, please submit them in writing to 
the undersigned at any time during this period.  In order to ensure your interests are 
fully considered, we recommend you follow these tips:  

 identify interests, uses, and attributes in specified areas within the Forest 
Stewardship Plan that are important to you;  

 identify your concerns about how forest development could affect your interests, 
uses, and attributes;  

 provide any other information you feel the Licencees need to be made aware of; and 

  include your contact information.  

All comments received through this process will be considered prior to submitting the 
final document to the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations. 

Please submit comments in writing to:  

Mark Carter, RPF 
Teal Cedar Products Ltd. 
P.O. Box 358, Mesachie Lake, BC, V0R 2N0 
Phone: (778) 830-1039  
Fax: (250)749-4511 
E-Mail: Forestry@tealjones.com   

In addition to the Forest Stewardship Plan being available on The Teal Jones Group 
website (http://tealjones.com/logging/south-island/), the document is presented for 
public review and comment during normal business hours at the following office 
locations: 

Teal Cedar Products Ltd. 
9376 South Shore Road 
Mesachie Lake, BC 

 

The Licencees are always interested to hear from you; if any questions or concerns 
arise outside of the Review and Comment period you are welcome to contact us 
anytime at environment@tealjones.com or (604) 587-8700.   

mailto:Forestry@tealjones.com
http://tealjones.com/logging/south-island/
mailto:environment@tealjones.com
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First Nation Information Sharing 

Forestry activities under the Forest Stewardship Plan take place within the traditional 
territories of a number of First Nations.  Ongoing communications and information 
sharing is an important part of the commitment to identifying and respecting aboriginal 
and treaty rights. The Licencees regularly work with government agencies to ensure 
that information regarding proposed forestry activities is shared appropriately with First 
Nations.  As part of the renewal process for the Forest Stewardship Plan, the Licencees 
provided information to those First Nations with asserted traditional territories that 
overlap the areas of the plan, along with an invitation to meet to discuss the plan.   

Qualified Professionals 

Qualified professionals perform many important roles throughout forestry. A 
professional designation or title is given when a candidate has met the criteria for 
registration with its respective association. Qualifications can include; specified post-
secondary education, core competency requirements, professional development plans, 
articling period, ethics exam, professional reports, and professional practice exams.  

Different Acts give exclusive privileges of right to title and practice responsibilities, for 
example, the Foresters Act governs the Association of BC Forest Professionals 
(ABCFP). Professional associations develop standards that their members must 
uphold. The associations are also responsible for regulating their members and have a 
process to determine conduct, implement remedies and impose penalties. Penalties 
can be imposed if the subject member has incompetently engaged in the professional 
practice; or contravened an Act. Penalties can include: suspension/ removal of title, 
reprimands, conditions set on the member’s registration, remedial programs, fines (e.g., 
up to $10,000-ABCFP) and others.  

The Association of British Columbia Forest Professionals is responsible for protecting 
the public interest in the practice of professional forestry by ensuring competence, 
independence, professional conduct and integrity of its members. The association holds 
each person engaging in professional forestry accountable.  Other associations 
responsible for exercising the power and functions of its profession include: The 
College of Applied Biology, the Association of Professional Biology (APB), the 
Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of BC (APEGBC), and the 
British Columbia Association of Professional Archaeologists (BCAPA).  

A Registered Professional Forester is able to engage in the full range of professional 
forestry; including tasks such as site plan documents and forest stewardship plans. A 
Registered Forest Technologist is entitled to engaging in aspects of professional 
forestry; they are able to work independently in forest measurements, silviculture, forest 
operations and forest protection. Other types of professionals that typically work within 
forestry include: Registered Professional Biologist (e.g., riparian, fisheries or wildlife 
habitat assessments); Professional Engineer (e.g., bridge design/planning); 
Professional Geoscientist (e.g., hydrological assessments or terrain hazard 
assessments), and Registered Professional Consulting Archaeologist (e.g., 
archeological assessments). Professionals are responsible to work only within their 
education, training, and experience areas. 
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Interpretation 

The information found in Forest Stewardship Plan Section 1- Interpretation defines in 
technical and legal terms where and when the Forest Stewardship Plan is applicable.  
The following is a short summary of the purpose of each section: 

Section 1.1 Definitions  

 Clarifies acronyms used throughout the document.  

 Defines date when the Forest Stewardship Plan is active. 

Section 1.2 Definitions from Legislation 

 Reference to terms defined under legislation. 

Section 1.3 Relevant Date for Legislation and Objective References 

 The Forest Stewardship Plan was written to be consistent with those legally 
established objectives, notices, area, designations, etc. as they were 4 months prior 
to the date of submission.  Since legal objectives, notices, area, designations, etc. 
are continuously evolving, this allows the Licencees some short-term planning 
certainty.  When a new legal objective, notice, area, designation, etc. is established, 
the Licencees have a specified amount of time to amend the Forest Stewardship 
Plan to incorporate the new legal requirement. 

Section 1.4 Changes to Legislation 

 The Provincial Government Ministries sometimes change their names or the names 
of Acts, etc. within the lifetime of the Forest Stewardship Plan: therefore, the Licencees 
does not want to amend the Forest Stewardship Plan every time there is a name 
change.  This statement ensures the commitment would remain despite name changes. 

Section 1.5 Headings and Background Information 

 Legal terminology to clarify content of Forest Stewardship Plan. 

Section 1.6 Expressions Inclusive  

 Legal terminology to clarify content of Forest Stewardship Plan. 

Section 1.7 Appendices Part of the FSP 

 Legal terminology to clarify content of Forest Stewardship Plan. 

Section 1.8 Forest Investment Account 

 The purpose of this section is to confirm that the concept of Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 2(1)(b) applies to Forest Stewardship Plan obligations.  
This paragraph does not apply where the forest practice is funded under Forest 
Planning and Practices Regulation Section 96. 

Section 1.9 Cancellation of Designation, Objective, Notice, Species or Order 

 This section applies where a government decision that has triggered a content 
requirement for a result or strategy in the Forest Stewardship Plan as a result of a 
designation, objective, notice, species or order is cancelled, thereby cancelling the 
requirement to write a result or strategy.  The purpose of this section is to avoid 
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formal amendments and to ensure that those results and strategies that are no 
longer in effect as a result of the cancellation take place immediately, rather than 
after the process of the formal amendment is complete (i.e., public review and 
comment, government review, etc.).    

Section 1.10 Authority from Government 

 The purpose of this section is to clarify that the general language used in the results 
and strategies (i.e., the language implies that results or strategies will be met in all 
circumstances) do not constitute a waiver for circumstances or situations where 
exemptions from the Forest Stewardship Plan may be provided under Forest and 
Range Practices Act or Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (e.g., Forest and 
Range Practices Act 25 or 26, Forest Planning And Practices Regulation 91(1)(a), 
etc.).  This section only applies where the government expressly authorizes the 
activity. 

Section 1.11 No Prohibition on Activities Otherwise Permitted or Required  

 The purpose of this section is to clarify that where the results or strategies currently 
specify that there will be no timber harvesting within a Forest Development Unit, 
subject to limit the protection and rights given to the Licencees by Forest Planning 
and Practices Regulation Section 4(1.1).   

2 Introduction 

2.1 Application of the Forest Stewardship Plan  

The information found in Forest Stewardship Plan Section 2 Application of this Forest 
Stewardship Plan (Forest and Range Practices Act Section 3(4)) further defines in legal 
terms where the Forest Stewardship Plan applies; who the Licensee are and which 
licenses apply.  This Forest Stewardship Plan applies to the following licenses and 
licensees: 

 Tree Farm Licence (TFL) 46, licensed to Teal Cedar Products Ltd.; 

 Timber Licence (TL) TO910, licensed to Teal Cedar Products Ltd.; and 

 Forest Licence (FL) A52027, licensed to the Cowichan Lake Community Forest Co-
Operative Ltd. 

 FL A94005 and FLA94282, licensed to Ditidaht Forestry Ltd. (these licenses are 
located within the traditional territory of Ditidaht First Nation) 

 FTOA94261, licensed to Lake Cowichan First Nation 

The Licencees are seeking a term of 5 years for this Forest Stewardship Plan 
commencing on the date of approval by the government. 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 14(3)(j) requires a Forest 
Stewardship Plan to identify Cutting Permits and Road Permits currently held by the 
licence.  Currently held Cutting Permits are listed in Forest Stewardship Plan Appendix 
3.  Currently held Road Permits are shown in Forest Stewardship Plan Appendix 1 
Forest Stewardship Plan Map. 
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2.2 FSP Map  

For the purposes of the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 14(2), the 
Forest Stewardship Plan map is required to illustrate the Forest Development Unit(s) 
(FDU) and designations and/or elements that are established, for example:  

 Ungulate Winter Range; 

 Wildlife Habitat Area; 

 Fisheries Sensitive Watershed; 

 Lakeshore management zone; 

 Scenic Areas; 

 Lakes and associated designations; 

 Community Watersheds; 

 Old Growth Management Areas; 

 Areas where commercial harvesting is prohibited by another enactment; and 

 Cutting permit and road permit held by the agreement holder.  A list of the cutting 
permits is provided in tabular form in the Forest Stewardship Plan Appendix 3.  

The Forest Development Unit identifies areas of potential forestry activities during the 
life of the Forest Stewardship Plan.  Forest Development Units are general boundaries 
and do not reflect specific cutblock shapes or road locations.  The area covered under 
the Forest Stewardship Plan consists of 1 Forest Development Unit and 1 map, found in 
Forest Stewardship Plan Appendix 1.   

Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 2 Overview Map shows the 
areas of operation for each Licence. 
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2 Resource Values  

Under the Forest and Range Practices Act Section 5(1)(b), the government establishes 
objectives for managing and protecting forest and range values.  Government can set 
three types of objectives for managing and protecting forest and range values: 

1. Land Use Objectives - Land Use Objectives are set by 
government for specific areas.  Their intention is to enable 
existing and new objectives developed under regional and 
sub-regional planning process to be brought forward into 
Forest and Range Practices Act. 

2. Objectives in Regulations - Objectives may be set by Government under the 
Forest and Range Practices Act Section 149 and apply province-wide.  They are the 
most general type of objectives and may be prescribed by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council in relation to one or more of the 
following subjects: (a) soils; (b) visual quality; (c) timber; (d) forage and 
associated plant communities; (e) water; (f) fish; (g) wildlife; (h) 
biodiversity; (i) recreation resources; (j) resource features; and (k) 
cultural heritage resources.   

Objectives in regulations are intended to provide goalposts for 
managing and protecting Forest and Range Practices Act values. 
Results and strategies in operational plans must address and be consistent with these 
objectives.  New or modified objectives in regulation are established through the 
legislative drafting and amendment processes. Objectives in regulations cannot be 
changed, or alternatives proposed, at a local level. 

3. Objectives Enabled by Regulations - Objectives enabled by regulation are 
established by the appropriate Minister, or their delegate, for a specified area. These 
are the most specific of all objectives.  Although they are not stated in the regulations, 
the legislation gives authority to the Ministers, or their delegate, to establish them for 
various types of areas.  The objectives enabled in regulation come into effect through 
the Government Action Regulation. 

Licensees are required to specify a Result or Strategy in the Forest Stewardship Plan 
for objectives set by government.  Comments may also be included in the Forest 
Stewardship Plan for clarification.  

A Result is defined as a “description of measurable or verifiable outcomes in respect of 
a particular established objective, and the situations or circumstances that determine 
where in a Forest Development Unit the steps or practices will be applied.”  A Strategy 
is defined as “description of measurable or verifiable steps or practices that will be 
carried out in respect of a particular established objective, and the situations or 
circumstances that determine where in a Forest Development Unit the steps or 
practices will be applied.”   

 

Information on South Island Natural 
Resource District designations can be 
found at https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dsi/  

 

https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/dsi/
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A result or strategy for soil is required under FRPA 
Section 5; however, as per FPPR 12.1 (1) the 
licencees are exempt from this requirement as they 

undertake to comply with FPPR Sections 35 and 36. 

 3.1 Soil  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 5 the objective set by 
government for soils is, without unduly reducing the supply of timber from British 
Columbia’s forests, to conserve the productivity and the hydrologic function of soils. 

Licencees are required to develop a result 
or strategy that meets this objective for the 
following practices: 

 3.1.1 Soil Disturbance Limits  
i.e., soil disturbance within the Net Area 
to be Reforested is categorized as the area occupied by trails, compacted areas, 
areas of dispersed disturbance (ruts and gouges), and un-rehabilitated temporary 
access structures.   

To meet this requirement, the Licencees commit to meeting the ‘default’ practice 
requirement found in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 36, 
specifically a maximum of:  

- 5% of the Net Area to be Reforested for sensitive soils  

- 10% of the Net Area to be Reforested for non-sensitive soils  

- 25% for roadside work areas (i.e., the area adjacent to a road where the 
following are carried out: decking, processing or loading timber; piling or 
disposing of logging debris  

These limits may be temporarily exceeded for the purposes of forest health (e.g., 
removing infected stumps, or windthrow salvage) or temporary access. 

 3.1.2 Permanent Access Structures i.e., in-cutblock roads, landings, gravel pits, 
bridges, borrow pits, quarries and permanent logging trails that are reasonably 
required for timber harvesting and other forest management activities. 

To meet this requirement, the Licencees commit to meeting the ‘default’ requirement 
found in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 35, specifically: a 
maximum of 7% of the cutblock area will be classified as a Permanent Access 
Structure unless an acceptable rationale is provided.  Examples of acceptable 
rationale include, but are not limited to: 1) there is no other practicable option on a 
cutblock, having regard to the size, topography and engineering constraints of the 
cutblock; 2) safety of road users; 3) they are required in selection harvesting 
systems for excavated or bladed trails or other logging trails; or 4) they are 
necessary to provide access beyond the cutblock).  Where this limit is exceeded, 
rehabilitation may be required.  

 Additionally, Licencees must meet Practice Requirements regarding soil 
conservation as outlined in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Sections 37 
to 40. These regulations specify that primary forestry activities must not cause 
landslides or gully processes and that natural surface drainage patterns are 
maintained and exposed soil is revegetated if there is potential for sedimentation or 
erosion.   
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At this time, Licencees are not required to 
develop a result or strategy for timber. 
Currently the Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation does not contain 
requirements ("default results or 
strategies") for timber objectives.   

The Forest and Range Practices Act 
requires the licensees to specify stocking 
standards in their Forest Stewardship 

Plans for establishing free growing stand. 

The Licencees maintain internal policies, procedures and planning requirements to 
meet these regulations, including but not limited to:  

- Terrain Stability Assessments; 

- Emergency Preparedness and Response Planning; 

- Standard Operating Procedures; and 

- Inspections and monitoring. 

3.2 Timber 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 6 the objectives set by 
government for timber are to:  

(a) maintain or enhance an economically valuable 
supply of commercial timber from British 
Columbia's forests, 

(b) ensure that delivered wood costs, generally, after 
taking into account the effect on them of the 
relevant provisions of this regulation and of the 
Act, are competitive in relation to equivalent costs 
in relation to regulated primary forest activities in 
other jurisdictions, and 

(c) ensure that the provisions of this regulation and of the Act that pertain to primary 
forest activities do not unduly constrain the ability of a holder of an agreement under 
the Forest Act to exercise the holder's rights under the agreement. 

Licencees must meet Practice Requirements regarding timber and forest health as 
outlined in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Sections 41 to 46. These 
regulations specify that primary forestry activities must take certain precautions when 
modifying insect behavior and use of livestock for site preparation or brush control, 
meet the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use and establish a Free Growing Stand 
where timber is harvested. 

3.3 Wildlife  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 7 the objectives set by 
government for wildlife is, without unduly reducing the supply of timber from British 
Columbia's forests, to conserve sufficient wildlife 
habitat in terms of amount of area, distribution of 
areas and attributes of those areas, for 

(a) the survival of species at risk, 

(b) the survival of regionally important wildlife, and 

(c) the winter survival of specified ungulate species. 

Licencees are required to develop a result or strategy 
that meets this objective for Identified Species.  A 

How Wildlife is Managed Under 
Forest and Range Practices Act 

 Categories for Species at Risk 

 Identified Wildlife 
Management Strategy 

 Ungulate Winter Ranges 

 Wildlife Habitat Areas 

 Wildlife Habitat Features 

 

 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/species.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/iwms/iwms.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/iwms/iwms.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/uwr/index.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/iwms/wha.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frpa/habitatfeatures.html
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Under the Government Action 
Regulation Section 13 the Minister by 
Order may establish one or more 
categories identifying species of wildlife 
as species at risk is satisfied that the 
species are endangered, threatened or 

vulnerable 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 7(3) the Licencees 
are exempt from the obligation to specify 
a result or strategy for Queen Charlotte 

Goshawk. 

species is identified when the government provides a 
notice for that species that includes the amount, 
distribution and attributes of wildlife habitat required.   

The Licencees may be exempt from writing a result or 
strategy if the objective is met by the designation of 
wildlife habitat under a Wildlife Habitat Area, Ungulate 
Winter Range, General Wildlife Measure or Wildlife 
Habitat Feature.   

Identified Species at Risk 

The Minister gave notice of the list of species of wildlife 
that may be affected by forest or range management 
on crown land and require protection in addition to that 
provided by other forest management strategies on 
May 6, 2004 (and additions made June 6, 2006); see 
Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information 
Appendix 1 Notices and Orders). 

December 2004, the Deputy Minister gave notice under Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 7(2) to provide indicators of the amount, distribution and attributes 
of wildlife habitat required for the survival of species at risk in the South Island Natural 
Resource District.  The species at risk include: 

 Queen Charlotte Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis laingi);   

 Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus); and 

 Scouler’s Corydalis (Corydalis scouleri).   

The Notice – Indicators of the amount, distribution and attributes of wildlife habitat 
required for the survival of species at risk in the South Island Forest District (December 
2004) can be found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 1.   

Queen Charlotte Goshawk  

Wildlife Habitat Areas that meet wildlife habitat 
requirements for Queen Charlotte Goshawk have been 
developed under the Orders for Wildlife Habitat Areas 
which include General Wildlife Measures (Orders can 
be found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting 
Information Appendix 1).   

3.3.1 Marbled Murrelet  

Wildlife Habitat Areas that partially meet wildlife habitat requirements for Marbled 
Murrelet have been developed under the Orders for Wildlife Habitat Areas which 
include General Wildlife Measures (Orders can be found in Forest Stewardship Plan 
Supporting Information Appendix 1).   

Additional areas are required to meet the required amount and distribution of habitat 
requirements for Marbled Murrelet; the priority is to find the additional area first in the 

Government may establish General 
Wildlife Measures for specified areas 
and categories of species at risk, 
regionally important species and 
specified ungulate species.  The 
General Wildlife Measures that apply to 
the Forest Stewardship Plan area are 
found within Wildlife Habitat Area 
Orders and Ungulate Winter Range 
Orders. 
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Ungulate Winter Ranges for Black-tailed deer and 
Roosevelt elk were designated under older legislation 
(i.e., Forest Practices Code) and continued (or 
grandparented) under the Forest and Range 
Practices Act Section 180 and 181. 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 7(3) the Licencees 
are exempt from the obligation to specify 
a result or strategy for Scouler’s 

Corydalis. 

non-contributing land base (e.g., areas that are outside the Timber Harvest Landbase 
because they are either not suited or not designated for timber harvesting) and then in 
the Timber Harvest Landbase, for example: 

• Ungulate Winter Ranges;  

• Wildlife Habitat Areas designated for other species;  

• Non-contributing landbase or areas unsuitable for harvesting (i.e., as determined 
in the Timber Supply Review September 1, 2003; and Arrowsmith Timber Supply 
Area Timber Supply Review (September 1, 2002); and  

• Old Growth Management Areas consistent with direction from Landscape Unit 
Planning.   

The boundaries of the non-contributing landbase may be adjusted through the course of 
site level planning where operability limits will be confirmed on the ground (for example, 
an area of suitable Marbled Murrelet habitat identified as ‘unstable’ through 
reconnaissance level mapping may, in fact, be assessed in the field has having a 
“Moderate” or “Low” risk of post-harvest instability.  Based on this assessment, the 
previously identified “inoperable” area may be included in the harvest area of a 
cutblock).  However, the net area of suitable Marbled Murrelet nesting habitat in the 
non-contributing landbase will be not change.   

The portion of the Forest Development Unit that is within the Cowichan Landscape Unit 
is encompassed in the East Coast - South Planning Area.  Due to the extensive harvest 
history of areas within the Cowichan Landscape Unit, few areas of old growth timber 
and suitable Marbled Murrlet habitat exist in this portion of the Forest Development 
Unit.  As a consequence, Landscape Unit Planning involves a recruitment strategy for 
providing future habitat.      

Scouler’s Corydalis  

Wildlife Habitat Areas that meet wildlife habitat 
requirements for Scouler’s Corydalis have been 
developed under the Orders for Wildlife Habitat Areas 
which include General Wildlife Measures (Orders can be 
found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information 
Appendix 1).   

Identified Ungulate Species 

Government may specify which ungulate 
species require ungulate winter range for 
winter survival.  In May 2004, the Minister 
gave notice to identify ungulate species for 
which an ungulate winter range may be 
required for the winter survival of the identified species.   

Currently, Black-tailed deer (Docoileus hemionius) and Roosevelt elk (Cervus elaphus) 
are identified in the South Island Natural Resource District.   
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3.3.1 Black-tailed deer and Roosevelt elk UWR #U1-002 

The Ungulate Winter Range polygons are shown on the Forest Stewardship Plan 
Appendix 1 Map.  The Order – Ungulate Winter Range #U1-002 (September 26, 2003) 
can be found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 1 and 
outlines the Objectives that apply to the Ungulate Winter Range habitat.   

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates 
the objectives in the order as they are comprised of measurable or verifiable steps, 
practices or outcomes.  Minor alterations were made in order to better describe the 
circumstances in which the strategy is to be achieved or carried out and update to be 
consistent with today’s terminology (e.g., Ministerial names).   

3.3.2 Black-tailed deer and Roosevelt elk UWR #U1-017 

The Ungulate Winter Range polygons are shown on the Forest Stewardship Plan 
Appendix 1 Map.  The Order – Ungulate Winter Range #U1-017 (November 21, 2003) 
can be found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 1 and 
outlines the Objectives that apply to the Ungulate Winter Range habitat.   

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates 
the objectives in the order as they are comprised of measurable or verifiable steps, 
practices or outcomes.  Minor alterations were made in order to better describe the 
circumstances in which the strategy is to be achieved or carried out and update to be 
consistent with today’s terminology (e.g., Ministerial names).   

Other Species at Risk and Managed Species  

Additionally, other Species at Risk or managed species 
may occur within the Licencees’ operating areas.  The 
first steps planners take are to understand the biology 
and unique ecological characteristics of any species at 
risk or managed species in the area, and any 
legislative direction applicable to those species.  For 
example, checking the Species at Risk Public Registry, 
the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada and the B.C. Conservation Data Center 
element occurrence records, and any relevant 
recovery strategies/action plans, higher level plans or 
policy directions.  If a Species at Risk is an Identified 
Wildlife Management Species and an ‘Account and Measures’ document is available, 
the Licencees will reference that document in assisting to develop an appropriate 
management prescription in conjunction with a Qualified Professional. 

Where species or potential habitat are identified, planners confirms habitat conservation 
requirements in cooperation government and Qualified Professionals. 

 

 

Some wildlife habitat features have legal 
protection, including but not limited to: 

 Beaver house, den and dam 

 Muskrat house or den, except on 
diked land 

 Raptor nests (eagle, peregrine 
falcon, gyrfalcon, osprey, heron or 
burrowing owl); and 

 A bird or its egg, or the nest of a 
bird when the nest is occupied by a 
bird or its egg  

Wildlife Act 
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Designated Regionally Important Species 

The government may designate one or more categories of wildlife as regionally 
important wildlife where the species are important to a region of BC and may be 
adversely impacted by forest and range practices. 

As of the date this Forest Stewardship Plan was submitted for approval, there were no 
designated regionally important species in the area covered by the plan. 

Wildlife Habitat Features 

The Government may identify categories of wildlife habitat features to protect certain 
bird nests, significant mineral licks and other localized habitat features.  Currently, there 
are no designated habitat features in the area covered by the Forest Stewardship Plan. 

The Licencees have a number of internal procedures to protect specific wildlife 
features.  For example, Teal incorporates bear dens into Wildlife Tree Patches, reserve 
areas or exclude them from the cutblock.  In addition to the protection of features, other 
management strategies may be employed such as relevant timing windows around 
breeding season. 
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3.4 Water, Fish, Wildlife and Biodiversity within Riparian Areas  

Riparian habitat occurs next to the banks of streams, lakes, and wetlands; it includes 
both the area dominated by continuous high moisture content and the adjacent upland 
vegetation that exerts an influence on it.  

 

Figure 1 Riparian Management Area showing the application of a management zone and reserve 
zone along the stream channel (Forest Practices Code Riparian Management Area Guidebook, 
December 1995) 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 8 the objectives set by government for water, 
fish, wildlife and biodiversity within riparian areas is, 
without unduly reducing the supply of timber from 
British Columbia’s forests, to conserve, at the 
landscape level, the water quality, fish habitat, wildlife 
habitat and biodiversity associated with those riparian 
areas. 

 

To meet this objective, the Licencees 
commit to the practice requirements or 
provide intended results or strategies.   
Where the Licencees are specifying 
result or strategy for an objective the 
factors contained in Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Schedule 1, 
Section 2 must be considered. 
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3.4.1 Stream Riparian Classes 

Stream classifications (for each stream reach) are based on presence of fish, 
occurrence in a community watershed and average channel width according to the 
following figure: 

 

Figure 2 Key to Stream Riparian Classification (Forest Practices Code Riparian Management Area 
Guidebook, December 1995) 

S1 to S4 streams are fish streams or streams in a community watershed. S5 and S6 
streams are not fish streams and are not in a community watershed. 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 47 for stream riparian classes:  

Type 
Riparian 

Class 

Riparian 
Management 

Area 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Reserve 

Zone 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Management 

Zone 
(metres) 

Streams 

S1-A 100 0 100 

S1-B 70 50 20 

S2 50 30 20 

S3 40 20 20 

S4 30 0 30 

S5 30 0 30 

S6 20 0 20 
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3.4.2 Wetland Riparian Classes 

Wetland classifications are based on whether the wetland is a simple wetland or 
wetland complex; wetland size and the biogeoclimatic unit in which the wetland occurs, 
according to the following figure: 

 

Figure 3 Key to Wetland Riparian Classification (Forest Practices Code Riparian Management Area 
Guidebook, December 1995) 

W1 to W4 wetlands are simple wetlands while W5 is a wetland complex.  Wetland 
complexes are areas of wetland and upland terrain where wildlife and biodiversity 
values of riparian management areas adjacent to individual wetlands are enhanced due 
to the close proximity to other wetlands.  

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 48 for wetland riparian classes:  

Type 
Riparian 

Class 

Riparian 
Management 

Area 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Reserve 

Zone 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Management 

Zone 
(metres) 

Wetlands 

W1 50 10 40 

W2 30 10 20 

W3 30 0 30 

W4 30 0 30 

W5 50 10 40 
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3.4.1 Lake Riparian Classes 

Lake classifications are based on lake size and the biogeoclimatic unit in which the lake 
occurs according to the following figure: 

 

Figure 4 Key to Lake Riparian Classification (Forest Practices Code Riparian Management Area 
Guidebook, December 1995) 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 49 for lake riparian classes:  

Type 
Riparian 

Class 

Riparian 
Management 

Area 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Reserve 

Zone 
(metres) 

Riparian 
Management 

Zone 
(metres) 

Lakes  

L1-A 0 0 0 

L1-B 10 10 0 

L2 30 10 20 

L3 30 0 30 

L4 30 0 30 

3.4.4 Riparian Management Area  

The Licencees commit to the practice requirements of the Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 50 restrictions in a in riparian management area, with 
respect to restrictions on road construction.  

3.4.5 Riparian Reserve Zone 

The Licencees commit to the practice requirements of the Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 51 restrictions in a in riparian reserve zone, with respect 
to cutting, modifying or removing trees.  
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3.4.6 Riparian Management Zone 

The Licencees have committed to Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 
52(2) which is a practice requirement to “retain enough trees adjacent to the stream to 
maintain the stream bank or channel stability” for all S4, S5, and S6 streams which:  

(a) are direct tributary to fish bearing S1, S2, and S3 streams; 

(b) flows directly into the ocean near to a herring spawning area, a shellfish bed, a 
saltwater marsh area, an aquaculture site, or a juvenile salmonid rearing area or an 
adult salmon holding area; or 

(c) flows into an area described in (b) above and channel instability would affect these 
resources. 

3.4.7 Temperature Sensitive Streams 

Under Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 53 the Licencees also 
committed to the practice requirement for temperature sensitive streams.  For 
temperature sensitive streams, or streams which are direct tributaries to temperature 
sensitive streams, sufficient trees must be retained in the riparian management area “to 
prevent the temperature of the temperature sensitive stream from increasing to an 
extent that would have a material adverse impact on fish”, including trees whose 
crowns will shade the stream, or understory vegetation that shades the stream. 

3.4.8 Retention of Trees within a Riparian Management Zone 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 12(3) states a person who prepares 
a forest stewardship plan must specify in it a result or strategy that addresses retention 
of trees in a riparian management zone, for the objective set out for water, fish, wildlife 
and biodiversity in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 8.  To meet this 
requirement, the minimum basal area to be retained in the Riparian Management Zone 
will be as follows: 

Riparian Class 

Basal Area to be Retained in the Riparian 
Management Zone 

(% of the total pre-harvest basal area to be retained within Total Area 
Under Prescription by Riparian Class)  

S1-A, S1-B, S2, S3, S4 
L1, L2 

W1, W2, W5 

≥ 25 

S5, S6 
W3, W4 
L3, L4 

≥ 0 
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The Factors relating to objective set by government for water, fish, wildlife and biodiversity in riparian areas outlined in 
Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Schedule 1, Section 2 are as follows: 

(a) the type of management regime that is required for a riparian area, having regard to 

i. the need to buffer the aquatic ecosystem of a stream, wetland or lake from the introduction of materials that 
are deleterious to water quality or fish habitat, 

ii. the role played by trees and understory vegetation in conserving water quality, fish habitat, wildlife habitat 
and biodiversity, 

iii. the need to maintain stream bank and stream channel integrity, and 

iv. the relative importance and sensitivity of different riparian classes of streams, wetlands and lakes in 
conserving water quality, fish habitat, wildlife habitat and biodiversity; 

(b) the type, timing or intensity of forest practices that can be carried out within the context of a management regime 
referred to in paragraph (a);  

(c) the role of forest shading in controlling an increase in temperature within a temperature sensitive stream, if the 
increase might have a deleterious effect on fish or fish habitat. 

Basal area retention levels within Riparian Management Zones will be specified within 
the Site Plan (and other operational plans as required) prior to harvesting.  The level of 
basal area retention within Riparian Management Zones throughout the total area under 
prescription (TAUP) will be determined by a Qualified Professional based on Factors 
relating to objective set by government for water, fish, wildlife and biodiversity in riparian 
areas outlined in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Schedule 1, Section 2 and 
an assessment of the windthrow hazard.   

The amount of basal area to be retained within the Riparian Management Zones 
throughout the total area under prescription for streams with a similar riparian class will 
be averaged for each cutblock.  For example, if the total area under prescription for a 
cutblock contains two S4 streams, then a minimum of 25% of the pre-harvest basal 
area is to be retained within the Riparian Management Zone of one, or both, (in any 
combination of allocation) of these streams within the cutblock total area under 
prescription.   

Additional Riparian Management Strategies 

The Licencees further protect riparian resources with internal policies and procedures, 
for example, Standard Operating Procedures and site specific instructions implemented 
at the operational level.  Some commonly used practices include but are not limited to: 

 5m Machine Free Zones on all streams with the exception of designated 
crossings; 

 designated stream crossings marked on operational maps and in the field; 

 Fall away and yard away from all streams whenever possible; 

 No limbing in riparian areas; 

 No bucking or salvage of large, stable woody debris in streams or stream 
banks; 

 Introduced coarse woody debris is cleaned from waterbodies and gullies as 
prescribed in operational plans; 

 Maintain understory vegetation and non-merchantable trees within the 
Riparian Management Zone;  
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 Avoid parking and no servicing vehicles and equipment in Riparian 
Management Areas; and 

 No refueling in Riparian Management Areas. 

3.5 Fish Habitat in Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 8.1 the objective set by 
government for Fish Habitat in Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds is 

(1) In this section “fisheries sensitive watershed” means an area identified in Schedule 2 
of this regulation with significant downstream fisheries values continued under 
Section 180 (f) of the Act and significant watershed sensitivity continued under 
Section 180 (g) of the Act, and for which there is no fisheries sensitive watershed 
objective. 

(2) Until December 31, 2005 the objective set by government for fish habitat in fisheries 
sensitive watersheds is to prevent to the extent described in subsection (3) the 
cumulative hydrological effects of primary forest activities in the fisheries sensitive 
watershed from resulting in a material adverse impact on the habitat of the fish 
species for which the fisheries sensitive watershed was established. 

(3) The objective set by government under subsection (2) applies only to the extent that 
it does not unduly reduce the supply of timber from British Columbia’s forests.  

(4) If satisfied that the objective set out in subsection (2) is not required to provide 
special management, the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act must exempt a 
person from the requirement to specify a result or strategy in relation to the 
objective. 

(5) If satisfied that the objective set out in subsection (2) is addressed, in whole or in 
part, by an enactment, the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act must exempt a 
person from the requirement to specify a result or strategy in relation to the objective 
set out in subsection (2) to the extent that the objective is already addressed. 

3.5.1 Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds 

On December 28, 2005, the Deputy Minister identified Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds 
for Vancouver Island, including Gordon River, Hatton Creek and Hemmingsen Creek 
within the area of this Forest Stewardship Plan.  The Licencees commit to working with 
a Qualified Professional to manage existing and proposed forestry activities within the 
watersheds to be consistent with the objective for fish habitat.   

3.6 Water in Community Watersheds  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 8.2 the objectives set by 
government for water are as follows: 

(1) In this section “community watershed” means a community watershed 

(a) that is continued under Section 180 (e) of the Act, and 
(b) for which a water quality objective has not been  

(i) continued under Section 181 of the Act, or 
(ii) established under the Government Actions Regulation. 
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Existing community watersheds and objectives established 
under the Forest Practices Code Section 41 (8) and 41(10) 

are grandparented to the Forest and Range Practices Act.   

(2) The objective set by government for water being diverted for human consumption 
through a licensed waterworks in a community watershed is to prevent, to the extent 
described in subsection (3) the cumulative hydrological effects of primary forest 
activities within the community watershed from resulting in 

(a) a material adverse impact on the quantity of water or the timing of the flow of the 
water from the waterworks, or 

(b) the water from the waterworks having a material adverse impact on human health 
that cannot be addressed by water treatment required under 

(i) an enactment, or 
(ii) the licence pertaining to the waterworks. 

(3) The objective set by government under subsection (2) applies only to the extent that it 
does not unduly reduce the supply of timber from British Columbia’s forests. 

(4) If satisfied that the objective set out in subsection (2) is not required to provide special 
management, the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act must exempt a person from 
the requirement to specify a result or strategy in relation to the objective. 

(5) If satisfied that the objective set out in subsection (2) is addressed, in whole or in part, 
by an enactment, the minister responsible for the Wildlife Act must exempt a person 
from the requirement to specify a result or strategy in relation to the objective set out in 
subsection (2) to the extent that the objective is already addressed. 

3.6.1 Malachan Community Watershed 

Within the area covered by this Forest 
Stewardship Plan, the Malachan Community 
Watershed was established under the Forest Practice Code and continued (or 
grandparented) under Forest and Range Practices Act Section 180.   

Water quality objectives for the Malachan Community Watershed were not established 
under their original designation in the Forest Practices Code, nor have objectives been 
continued under Forest Planning and Practices Act Section 181, and have not been 
established under Section 8(2) of the Government Action Regulation.  The Malachan 
Community Watershed for the most part is outside of those licences included in this Forest 
Stewardship Plan.  The overlap is very minor and past management practices have been 
to avoid any forest activities within the Malachan Community Watershed.  This result 
ensures practice requirements are met and does not significantly impact the timber supply 
as the area is dominantly located within an Old Growth Management Area. 

3.7 Wildlife and Biodiversity – Landscape Level  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 9, the objectives set by 
government for wildlife and biodiversity at the landscape level is, without unduly 
reducing the supply of timber from British Columbia’s forests and to the extent 
practicable, to design areas on which timber harvesting is to be carried out that 
resemble, both spatially and temporally, the patterns of natural disturbance that occur 
within the landscape. 
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Old Growth Management Areas (OGMA) are areas 
that contain, or are managed to replace, specific 
structural old-growth attributes, and that are mapped 
out and treated as special management areas. 

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates the Renfrew 
Sustainable Resource Management Order objectives 
as they are comprised of measurable or verifiable 
steps, practices or outcomes. 

 

3.7.1 Old Growth Management Areas (Renfrew) 

The Renfrew Sustainable Resource 
Management Plan covers the Caycuse, 
Gordon, Nitinat, San Juan and Walbran 
Landscape Units. The Ministerial Order; Land 
Use Objectives for the Renfrew Sustainable 
Resource Management Plan dated January 
30, 2007 and amended on February 16, 2012 
specify the objectives with respect to Old 
Growth Management Areas, as well as 
establishing the spatial locations of Old 
Growth Management Areas in the Landscape Units. 

See Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 1 for a copy of the Land 
Use Objectives for the Renfrew Sustainable Resource Management Plan 

3.7.2 Old Growth Management Areas (Cowichan) 

The Cowichan Landscape Unit is located within the East Coast – South Planning Area; 
although this Landscape Unit Plan is still in draft form, the Draft Old Growth 
Management Areas have been identified by the Minister as meeting the intent of the 
Provincial Non-Spatial Old Growth Objectives Order (May 8, 2007). 

3.7.3 Maximum Cutblock Size FDU A (except SMZ #21) 

Maximum cutblock size is the size of the net area to be reforested for the cutblock.  

To meet this objective, the Licencees commit to meeting the ‘default’ practice 
requirement found in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 64, specifically:  

- Maximum cutblock size is 40 hectares in all areas except Special Management 
Zone #21 (Walbran). 

- Cutblocks may be larger than 40 hectares if one of the following conditions is 
met:  1) timber harvesting is being carried out on the cutblock to recover timber 
damaged by fire, insect infestation, wind or other similar events, or for sanitation 
treatments or 2) the cutblock is designed to be consistent with the structural 
characteristics and the temporal and spatial distribution of an opening that would 
result from a natural disturbance. 

- Cutblocks may be larger than 40 hectares if timber harvesting retains 40% or 
more of the basal area of the stand.  

- Cutblocks may be larger than 40 hectares if no point within the net area to be 
reforest is more than two tree lengths from either the boundary or a group of 
trees reserved from harvesting that is greater than or equal to 0.25ha in size, or 
more than one tree length from a group of trees reserved from timber harvesting 
that is less than 0.25ha in size. 
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An exemption from Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 64 is sought for the SMZ#21 
portion of FDU A in order to comply with the more 
restrictive Land Use Objectives (A)(1)(c) and (A)(2). 

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates the Vancouver 
Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan Order 
objectives as they are comprised of measurable or 

verifiable steps, practices or outcomes. 

Under Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 12.4 an exemption from Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 65 is sought in order to 
encompass adjacency requirements that comply with 
both the maximum cutblock size requirements of 
Vancouver Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan 
Order for SMZ #21 and the maximum cutblocks size 
throughout the rest of FDU A (i.e., Forest Planning 
and Practices Regulation Section 64). 

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates the Vancouver 
Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan Order 
objectives as they are comprised of measurable or 
verifiable steps, practices or outcomes. 

3.7.4 Maximum Cutblock Size SMZ #21 

Under the Vancouver Island Land Use Plan 
Higher Level Plan Order, Special Management 
Zone #21 (Walbran) has unique management 
considerations.  In Special Management Zone 
#21 portion of FDU A: 

 apply a variety of silviculture systems, 
patch sizes and shapes;  

 maximum cutblock size is 5ha if clearcut, clearcut with reserves or seed tree 
systems are applied; and 

 maximum cutblock size is 40ha if shelterwood, selection or retention systems are 
applied. 

See Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Information Appendix 1 for a copy of 
Vancouver Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan Order.   

3.7.5 Harvesting Adjacent to Another Cutblock 

"adjacent" means an area that is sufficiently close 
to a cutblock that, due to its location, could 
directly impact on, or be impacted by, a forest 
practice carried out within the cutblock; 

"existing cutblock" means a cutblock that was 
previously harvested under an agreement other 
than a minor tenure; 

"new cutblock" means a cutblock on which 
harvesting has not yet started and that is adjacent to an existing cutblock; 

"non-conforming portion" means an area within an existing cutblock on which the 
stocking and height requirements of subsection (3) have not been met. 

To meet this objective, the result essentially mirrors the ‘default’ practice requirement 
found in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 65, specifically:  

• A new cutblock will not be harvested unless all existing cutblocks that are 
adjacent to the new cutblock meet ‘green up’ requirements as defined below; or 

• The combined area of the new cutblock and any non-conforming portions of 
existing cutblocks that are immediately adjacent to the new cutblock do not 
exceed the maximum cutblock size.  

Adjacency requirements do not apply where harvesting is carried out to recover timber 
damaged by fire, insect infestation, wind or other similar events, or for sanitation 
treatments or where structural characteristics of the cutblock after timber harvesting 
resemble an opening that would result from a natural disturbance. 
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This result was included to meet the requirements of 
the Vancouver Island Land Use Plan Higher Level 
Plan Order II.A1.(a)i. 

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates the Vancouver 
Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan Order 
objectives as they are comprised of measurable or 

verifiable steps, practices or outcomes. 

Additionally, where non-clearcut silviculture systems are used adjacency does not apply 
(e.g., shelterwood, selection, retention or where cutblocks retain greater than 40% of 
the basal area of the stand prior to harvesting). 

The following criteria define ‘green up’ requirements: 

(a) at least 75% of the net area to be reforested of the existing cutblock is stocked such 
that the average height of the tallest 10% of the trees on the area is a minimum of 
3m and 

(i)   is stocked in accordance with the applicable stocking standards, or 

(ii)  stocked with at least 500 trees/ha of a commercially valuable species that are at 
least 1.3 m in height 

(b) the part of the net area to be reforested of the existing cutblock that is closest to the 
new cutblock 

(i)  must be at least half of the net area to be reforested, 

(ii)  is stocked such that the average height of the tallest 10% of the trees on the 
area is a minimum of 3 m, and 

(iii)  is stocked 

(A)  in accordance with the applicable stocking standards, or 

(B)  with at least 500 trees/ha of a commercially valuable species that are at 
least 1.3 m in height 

3.7.6 Target Mature Seral Forest 

Under the Vancouver Island Land Use Plan 
Higher Level Plan Order, Special 
Management Zone #21 (Walbran) has unique 
management considerations.   

Mature seral forest is defined as generally 80 
to 120 years old or older, depending on 
species and site conditions.  The  

See Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting 
Information Appendix 1 for a copy of the order.  As per Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 25.1(2) this result restates the Vancouver Island Land Use Plan 
Higher Level Plan Order objectives (A)(1)(a)(i) as they are comprised of measurable or 
verifiable steps, practices or outcomes. 
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Wildlife tree retention (Wildlife Tree 
Patches or Wildlife Tree Retention Areas) 
requirements are specified by either the 
Landscape Unit Objective or Forest 
Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 66, depending on the location.   

This result was included to meet the requirements of 
the Vancouver Island Land Use Plan Higher Level 
Plan Order II.A1.(b) 

As per Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 25.1(2) this strategy restates the Vancouver 
Island Land Use Plan Higher Level Plan Order 
objectives as they are comprised of measurable or 

verifiable steps, practices or outcomes. 

3.8 Wildlife and Biodiversity – Stand Level  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 
9.1 the objectives set by government for wildlife and 
biodiversity at the stand level is, without unduly reducing the 
supply of timber from British Columbia’s forests, to retain 
wildlife trees. 

The size of the Wildlife Tree Patches or Wildlife Tree 
Retention Areas are based on a percentage of the area 
harvested and the ecosystem classification of the site, for example, in ecosystems 
where there is a higher level of conservation of mature or old growth, the requirement 
for stand level retention is lower.   

3.8.1 Wildlife Tree Retention Renfrew Aggregate 

Legal Objectives are established for Wildlife Tree 
Patches / Wildlife Tree Retention Areas for each of the 
Landscape Units in the Renfrew Aggregate Landscape 
Unit Plan (i.e., Caycuse, Gordon, Nitinat, San Juan and 
Walbran Landscape Units) as detailed in the Forest 
Stewardship Plan).  These orders and legal objectives 
can be found in Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting Document Appendix 1. 

3.8.2 Wildlife Tree Retention Cowichan 

The Cowichan Landscape Unit does not have legal objectives regarding the retention of 
Wildlife Tree Patches /Wildlife Tree Retention Areas, therefore for this portion of FDU A, 
the Licencees commit to the ‘default’ practice requirement found in Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 66, specifically: the total area covered by wildlife tree 
retention areas that relate to the cutblocks is a minimum of 7% of the total area of the 
cutblocks. 

3.8.3 Wildlife Tree Retention SMZ#21 

In addition to complying with the requirements 
of Wildlife Tree retention noted above in Result 
#3.8.1, this result requires retention within 
cutblocks of structural forest attributes and 
elements with important biological functions. 

3.8.4 Restriction on Harvesting within 
Wildlife Tree Retention Areas 

Wildlife Tree Patches or Wildlife Tree Retention Areas are required to be retained until 
the trees on the harvested area, for which the retention applies, develop attributes that 
are consistent with mature seral condition.  There are exceptions under the Forest 
Planning and Practices Regulation whereby a specific process may be followed to 
harvest a Wildlife Tree Patch or Wildlife Tree Retention Area.  However, these 
exceptions also contain requirements to replace the original retention areas with similar 
or better retention areas in respect of age, structure and area. 

A Wildlife Tree Patch (WTP) 
or Wildlife Tree Retention 
Area (WTRA) is a retention 
area managed at the stand 
level and is used to maintain 
structural diversity within 
managed stands by retaining 
wildlife trees adjacent to, or 
within, cutblocks. 
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The Factors relating to objective set by government for cultural heritage resources outlined in Forest 
Planning and Practices Regulation Schedule 1, Section 4 are as follows: 

(a) the relative value or importance of a particular cultural heritage resource to a traditional use by an 
aboriginal people; 

(b) the relative abundance or scarcity of a cultural heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by 
an aboriginal people; 

(c) the historical extent of a traditional use by an aboriginal people of a cultural heritage resource; 

(d) the impact on government granted timber harvesting rights of conserving or protecting a cultural 
heritage resource that is the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people; 

(e) options for mitigating the impact that a forest practice might have on a cultural heritage resource that is 

the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people. 

3.9 Cultural Heritage Resources  

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Section 10 the objective set by government for cultural 
heritage resources is to conserve, or, if necessary, 
protect cultural heritage resources that are 

(a) the focus of traditional use by an aboriginal 
people that is of continuing importance to that 
people, and 

(b) not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act. 

3.9.1 Cultural Heritage Resources 

This strategy provides protection of resources that are of particular importance to 
Aboriginal people and that are not protected under other legislation (e.g., 
Archaeological features are protected under the Heritage Conservation Act).   

In order to identify Cultural Heritage Resources or other concerns from First Nation 
communities, the Licencees undertake information sharing processes that are based 
upon standards created through government to government agreements and catered to 
each First Nation.  Some First Nations have, or may wish to enter into formal 
information sharing protocol agreements for the referral process with government 
ministries or a Licence; in those cases, the Licencees comply with the agreement with 
respect to timelines and content of information sharing packages.  For those First 
Nations that do not enter into protocol agreements, the Licencees works with specific 
First Nations and government to ensure information sharing is appropriate. 

Where Cultural Heritage Resources are identified, the Licensee works with the First 
Nation to develop mutually agreed upon management strategies. 

Cedar and cypress trees are particularly important to many First Nations; therefore, this 
resource may be the subject of a specific agreement that is made for identifying a 
current and or future supply. 

To meet this objective, the Licencees 
provide an intended strategy that 
considers the factors contained in 
Forest Planning and Practices 

Regulation Schedule 1 Section 4. 
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Scenic areas and visual quality objectives were 
originally established for the South Island Natural 
Resource District under the Land Act and 
grandparented under Forest and Range Practices Act 
Section 180 through Government Action Regulation 

Section 7(2).   

3.10 Resource Features 

3.10.1 Visual Quality Objectives  

Visual quality management involves meeting Visual Quality Objectives for designated 
(or ‘known’) scenic areas. Visual Quality Objectives are established by Government 
agencies or contained in Higher-Level Plans; these Objectives reflect the desired level 
of visual quality based on the physical characteristics and social concern for 
viewscapes. 

Under the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 9.2 the objectives set by 
government for Visual Quality do not apply, as visual quality objectives for the area 
covered by this Forest Stewardship Plan have 
been established under the Government 
Action Regulation Section 17.     

See Forest Stewardship Plan Supporting 
Information Appendix 1 for copies of the 
Order to Establish Visual Quality Objectives 
for the South Island Forest District (December 15, 2005) and Order to Amend Visual 
Quality Objectives for the South Island Natural Resource District (December 30, 2011).   

Within Visually Sensitive Areas, visual design concepts and principles are incorporated 
into cutblock and road design. Each proposed cutblock is assessed using modeling 
tools to predict the impact of proposed cutblock and road design on the landscape and 
determine if the visual impact meets the Visual Quality Objective. Where proposed 
alterations do not meet Visual Quality Objectives, cutblock and road design is modified. 
Qualified Professionals evaluate site specific values or conditions during the planning 
stages to determine if proposed activities meet Visual Quality Objectives. 

For the purposes of the categories of visually altered forest landscape described in 
Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 1.1, a significant public viewpoint is 
interpreted as follows:  

A view point on land or water that is determined by a Qualified Professional to be 
significant to the public, which may include: a view point included in the most recent 
Visual Landscape Inventory; prolonged views along main travel routes; popular rest 
stops; recreational sites; or public residences.  Rationale for the selection of the 
viewpoint(s) by the Qualified Professional will be documented.  In order to determine if 
the design of timber harvesting and road construction activities meet the Visual Quality 
Objective, visual impact assessments will be completed on a unit in consideration of 
generally accepted visual landscape design concepts and principles as outlined in 
publications such as the Visual Impact Assessment Guidebook (January 2001). 

For the purposes of defining a measurable or verifiable result with respect to meeting 
the visual quality objective, the following conditions apply in these situations: 

(i) dead or damaged stands are considered to have the same visual quality 
as though they were undisturbed; and 

(ii) power lines and utility corridors are not considered to impact visual 
quality in respect of the proportion of the landscape that is altered.  
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Under Government Actions 
Regulation Section 5 the minister 
may by order identify resources 
features in relation to a specific area. 

Under Government Actions 
Regulation Section 5 the minister 
may by order identify resources 
features in relation to a specific area. 

Karst Resource Features 

The term “karst” applies to a distinctive type of landscape that develops from the 
dissolving action of water on soluble bedrock.  Karst landscapes are characterized by 
fluted and pitted rock surfaces, shafts, sinkholes, sinking streams, springs, subsurface 
drainage systems, and caves. Karst landscapes are developed as a result of a complex 
combination of geology, climate, topography, hydrology, and biological factors. 

Under the Government Action Regulation Section 5 
Karst Resource Features, in the South Island Natural 
Resource District (December 11, 2009) were identified; 
specifically surface or subsurface elements of a karst 
system (i.e., karst caves, significant surface karst 
features and important features and elements within high or very high vulnerability karst 
terrain).   

Where potential karst resource features are identified, a Qualified Professional 
conducts an assessment and provides management strategies.   

Identified Recreation Resource Features 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation Section 70(1) states “An authorized person 
who carries out a primary forest activity must ensure that the primary forest activity 
does not damage or render ineffective a resource feature.” 

Designated Recreation Resource features, such as 
established recreation sites, trails, and interpretive 
forests that are found within the Forest Development 
Unit in area under the Forest Stewardship Plan will be 
managed consistent with established objectives and/or 
measures.  Where there are no established objectives and/ or measures, the Licencees 
will seek guidance from the South Island Natural Resource District Recreation Officer. 

Non-Identified Recreation Features 

There are multiple recreation features that are not recognized by designations (i.e., 
unidentified by government) at this time, however the Licencees recognize these 
recreation features may be very important to certain sectors of the public or recreational 
user groups.  The Licencees recognize the value of ongoing communications with 
recreation user groups and individuals to ensure appropriate management of recreation 
values.  Additionally, guidance from the South Island Natural Resource District 
Recreation Officer may be solicited where appropriate.    
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4 Stocking Standards 

Reforestation, successful regeneration or a ‘Free Growing’ stand is defined within the 
approved stocking standards.  The standards vary for each Biogeoclimatic Subzone 
and variant, but in general, the standards require a minimum number of well-spaced 
stems per hectare of an ecologically suitable species, of good form and vigour.  The 
Forest Stewardship Plan Appendix 2 Stocking Standards indicate Ecologically Suitable 
Species.  The Forest Qualified Professional will first evaluate the stand prior to harvest 
to determine its ecological classification.  Ecological classification considers the 
geographic location, topography, slope position, soil characteristics, plant communities 
and existing timber profile.  Tree species that are ecologically suited to the site and 
have the following timber objective attributes will be selected for reforestation: 

 productive; 

 reliable; and 

 silviculturally feasible. 

The Qualified Professional may also consider other non-timber objectives in the 
selection of reforestation species.  These may include: 

 desired stand structure; 

 pest management; and  

 biological diversity. 

The even-aged stocking standards apply to those cutblocks that are being managed as 
an even-aged silviculture system.  An even-aged silviculture system occurs when a 
stand of timber is removed and replaced with a uniform-aged crop of trees. 

Single Entry Dispersed Retention and Single Stem Harvesting are special partial cut 
silviculture systems primarily designed to manage for non-timber management 
objectives and values. Both systems are characterized by high level of tree retention.  
There are areas within the Timber Harvesting Landbase that are highly constrained 
from conventional harvesting practices (e.g., visually sensitive landscape, unstable 
terrain that would not support roads or conventional harvest systems, etc.). These 
areas, under the prescription of Qualified Professionals, can be sensitively managed for 
both non-timber management objectives as well as for limited harvest of timber. 
Depending on the level of tree retention these systems may or may not require post-
harvest silviculture obligations. 

Intermediate cutting is a harvesting treatment that is intended for the extraction of a 
specific forest product, for instance cedar poles or house logs.  This activity occurs prior 
to final harvest of the cutblock.  Commercial thinning, a silviculture treatment that 
removes merchantable and competing timber from a stand to improve the growing 
conditions for the remaining co-dominant and dominant crop trees, is another form of 
intermediate cutting.  Because there is a planned final harvest phase, there is no 
regeneration obligation at the time of the first cutting.   
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The Factors relating to stocking standards outlined in Forest Planning and Practices Regulation 
Schedule 1, Section 6 are as follows: 

1. In this section:  

"even-aged stand" means a stand of trees consisting of only one or two age classes; 

"uneven-aged stand" means a stand of trees consisting of three or more age classes. 

2. The following factors apply to the development of stocking standards, generally: 

a) the long term forest health risks that are relevant to species selection for the purposes of 
establishing a free growing stand under Forest and Range Practices Act Section 29 [free 
growing stands];  

b) the occurrence and extent of forest health factors. 

3. The following factors apply to the development of stocking standards under Forest Planning and 
Practices Regulation Section 16(2) [stocking standards]: 

a) for an area that is managed as an even-aged stand, 
i. the types of commercially valuable and ecologically suitable species that should 

be established on the area, and 
ii. the numbers and the distribution of healthy trees of a species referred to in 

subparagraph (i) that are required to adequately stock a free growing stand 
established on the area; 

b) for an area that is managed as an uneven-aged stand, 
i. the factors referred to in paragraph (a) that are applicable to those parts of the 

area that will be reforested, 
ii. the types of commercially valuable and ecologically suitable species that should 

be retained on the area, and 
iii. the characteristics, quantity and distribution of retained trees referred to in 

subparagraph (ii). 

4. The following factors apply to developing stocking standards under Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation Section 16(4) [commercial thinning, intermediate cutting or special harvest products]: 

a) the types of commercially valuable and ecologically suitable species that should be 
retained on the area; 

b) the characteristics, quantity and distribution of retained trees of a species referred to in 

paragraph (a), that are required to ensure the area will remain adequately stocked. 

Forest Planning and Practices Regulation requires stocking standards for units that are 
harvested for special forest products such as cedar shake and shingle blocks.   There 
are no reforestation objectives associated with this type of work. 
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The Roosevelt elk population appears to be on the rise in all Landscape Units under 
this Forest Stewardship Plan.  As large animals, their impact on forest plantations can 
be immediate and severe.  Elk browse and trampling can quickly reduce the quantity 
and quality of regeneration often below the required minimum stocking.  In addition, the 
remaining regeneration is often damaged beyond acceptance for free growing.  The 
end result is that elk behavior highly influences in the development of stand structure 
and vegetation.  Their browsing and herding instincts create natural openings in the 
forest canopy that lead to mixed coniferous/ deciduous stands of variable timber 
density, reduced merchantable volumes and values.  Elk, through their browsing habits 
can shift understory vegetation complexes.  These conditions present challenges to 
achieve timber management objectives.  Where elk exist in high populations, the 
productivity of the site in terms of timber volume and value should be expected to 
diminish.  The stocking standards reflect this reduced expectation for site productivity. 
Their implementation is based on an assessment by a Qualified Professional. 
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For the purpose of Forest and Range Practices Act 
Section 47 [invasive plants], a forest stewardship 
plan must specify measures in the plan to prevent the 
introduction or spread of species of plants that are 
invasive plants under the Invasive Plants Regulation, 
if the introduction or spread is likely to be the result of 

the forest practices. 

5 Measures 

5.1 Invasive Plants 

Measurses are provided to prevent the 
introduction or spread of invasive plant 
species as forestry activities are likely to 
impact invasive plant species.   

The Invasive Plants Regulation provides a 
provincial listing of the plants that are 
considered “weeds” and have invasive habits.   

The Licencees have committed to the following:   

 Qualified Professionals, who have had invasive plant training and experience, 
will monitor the presence and potential of invasive plant establishment and 
spread;  

 endeavor to limit or prevent the introduction or spread of invasive plants in areas 
where invasive plants have been identified in areas where more than 0.25 
contiguous hectares of mineral soil has been exposed by road or landing 
construction or scarification within a cutblock.   

 Qualified Professional will complete a risk assessment for the site and invasive 
species characteristics; the risk assessment may include, but is not limited to the 
following considerations: 

o biogeoclimatic ecosystem; 

o proximity to parks or protected areas; 

o proximity to WHA’s; 

o proximity to identified First Nations plant use areas;  

o proximity to riparian areas; 

o planned exposed mineral soil;  

o proximity to town centers; 

o invasive species dispersal and reproduction mechanisms; and 

o invasive species annual dispersal/spread rate.  

 consider treatment actions in light of regulatory requirements for that species, 
and the results of the risk based assessment of the invasive species’ biology, 
site specific factors and consequences of invasive species establishment or 
dispersal; and  

 where the Qualified Professional determines re-vegetate of disturbed sites to be 
a practicable treatment, re-vegetation will use high quality native grass and 
legume seed mixes. 
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For the purpose of Forest and Range Practices Act 
Section 48 [invasive plants], a forest stewardship 
plan must specify measures in the plan to mitigate 
the effect of removing or rendering ineffective natural 
range barriers. 

Natural Range Barriers  

There are currently no range areas within the 
area covered by this Forest Stewardship 
Plan; therefore, no measures are included at 
this time.  


